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oeEditor’s Choice

alf alderson reviews the 
latest hydration systems

PlatYPus origin 9 
£89.99 
top quality and top design are obvious features of this pack  
with its weatherproof fabrics and seams and water resistant zippers,  
making it ideal for the UK climate. there 
are multiple tube routing options and 
plenty of storage space in the combination 
of 9-litre main compartment, stretch outer 
compartment and waist belt stuff pockets. 
additional features include helmet loops, 
light loops, ventilated back panel and a 
secure, very comfy harness. the 3-litre 
reservoir sits in a separate pocket and is a 
bit fiddly to fit and the fill port is rather 
small, but other than that the origin 9 is an 
excellent hydration pack.
n www.platy.com

gregorY MiWoK 18 
£59.99 
a really well-designed hydration pack 

(although note that a 
reservoir isn’t 
included) with 
two main 

compartments 
and an 

expandable 
front pocket 

for extra layers 
or a helmet. 

with its 18-
litre capacity it 

works well as a 
non-technical day 

pack. Features include an aero 
mesh backpanel to reduce 
perspiration, useful back-fill access to 
the reservoir for easy filling when 
packed, stretch-mesh waistbelt with 
zipped pockets, side mesh pockets for 
water bottles and an on-the-go 
compression facility to allow you to 
keep the pack compressed and snug 
against your back as you empty the 
reservoir or remove items from the 
inside.
n www.gregorypacks.co.uk

sourCe WidePaC 2 litre reserVoir 
£21.99 
the slide closure on the widepac allows for really easy filling, draining, 
cleaning and drying, and it incorporates a glass-like liner that prevents bio-
film build-up and is self-cleaning. it’s also taste-free, and water left in the 
widepac remains fresh for several days. the outer tube is simple to remove 
making it easy to fit to your pack, and it has a useful locking bite valve. i’ve 
been using one for two years and it’s always performed admirably, with my 
only gripe being the fiddly dust cover on the bite valve.
n www.sourcehydration.co.uk

the north faCe JunCtion 4 
£65
the Junction comes with a source widepac 1.5 litre reservoir and 
once that’s full there’s not much room for anything bulky in the 
zipped outer pocket. strangely the model we were sent had a 
magnetic valve clip on the shoulder strap for the drinking tube but 
no associated magnet on the tube itself. the shoulder straps are wide 
and comfy whilst the mesh back panel is breathable and build quality is 
pretty good but it’s quite expensive for what it is.
n www.thenorthface.com

Berghaus 2l hYdration 
reserVoir 
£22
if you’re looking to replace your reservoir this is a 
good option. not just for the standard features 
such as high-flow bite valve and big-bore tubing, 
universal clip for attachment to your pack or easily 
detachable tube connector (which can be used 
even when the reservoir is full), but mainly (in 
my opinion) for the reversible reservoir 
which makes the tedious task of cleaning 
and drying so much easier.
n www.berghaus.com

CaMelBaK M.u.l.e 
£69.99 

it’s hard to find fault with the m.U.l.e, with its 
voluminous storage space (two zipped 

compartments with organisers, helmet 
carry and easy-access reservoir 
compartment) and it’s been upgraded 

for this season with lighter fabrics. 
the reservoir is one of the best out 
there being easy to clean, fill, dry 
and pack, as well as having great 
stability when in use, and with a 
quality harness and well 
ventilated back panel this is a 
reasonably priced pack when 
you consider all the design 
features it offers, and one that 

any serious mountain biker or 
trail runner should consider

n www.zyro.co.uk

oe
Best
  Buy!KarriMor refuel 8+2 

£40 
a neat little pack that is ideal for shorter 
hikes, bikes rides and trail running, the 
refuel comes with a simple reservoir 
system that is easily accessed (although 
not that easy to clean or dry). Features 
include Karrimor’s supercool backsystem, 
a zippered main compartment for your kit 

plus smaller zipped pocket outside this, 
led light holder and adjustable chest strap 

and removable waist belt. attention to detail 
is not as good as on its more expensive rivals, but if you’re on a 
budget you have to check this one out.
n www.karrimor.com

osPreY ViPer 4 
£50
on the face of it this is a very good mountain biking-
oriented hydration pack at a great price, with a whole 
range of features including osprey’s hydraForm 
reservoir system, held in place by their hydralock 
system, a zippered main compartment with internal 
pump sleeves and tool pockets, heat embossed fabric 

pocket for sunglasses/phones, 
bungee lacing system, stretch 
woven nylon and extendable 

zippered pockets, removable/
reverse wrap webbing 
waistbelt, led light 
attachment and reflective 
detailing. that’s a lot for 
your money - but the 
potentially useful lidlock 
helmet attachment system 
broke on the very first use 

which kind of negates all the 
good bits.
n www.ospreypacks.com

www.oe-mag.com 75june 2011  outdoor enthusiast 

gear reVieWs

Next issue...
look out for the latest autumn kit in the  
september 2011 issue.

n   3-4 season Boots
n   Mapping software
n   Winter day Packs
n   socks

loWe alPine lightflite 14 
£50
the lightflite is aimed at trail and fell runners 
looking for a stable, body-hugging design that will 
carry all they need for a day run – it uses super-
light honeycomb ripstop nylon which combines 
toughness with light weight and is silicone treated 
for tear resistance. the large main compartment 
holds a reservoir (not supplied) and has plenty of 

room for spare clothes and food, with additional 
storage available in a zippered outer pocket, two 

mesh pockets, zippered pockets on the waistbelt and a bungee cord. water 
bottles can also be carried in mesh pockets on both shoulder straps in what is 
a cleverly designed pack.
n www.lowealpine.com

inoV-8 raCe Pro 18 
£60 
if you enjoy adventure racing or day-long 
mountain bike epics, this pack is worth 
considering, since its 18-litre storage provides 
plenty of gear space in one main compartment, a 
small zippered pocket and helmet-compatible 
stretch mesh pocket. it’s also very light (594g) 

and the harness provides good support and 
stability, whilst you have the option of either a 

standard reservoir or a h20rizontal 2l reservoir (£18) which 
as the name suggests is positioned horizontally around your lumbar 
region to give a lower centre of gravity, making the pack more stable when 
running or biking over uneven terrain.
n www.inov-8.com


